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(1985-90), had an estimated outlay of Rs. 250 crore but this was
slashed to Rs. 80 crores by the Planning Commission. It coincided
with the second half of the UN-sponsored International Water
Supply and Sanitation Decades.

Examples of such national efforts are many in the world.
An example which is often quoted is the historic cleaning up of
the river Thames in London. The Thames was once regarded as
a “Salmon river”. There fish had disappeared as a result of river
pollution in 1630. Effective pollution control measures have,
however, now turned the Thames into the cleanest metropolitan
river in the world. Since 1963, when the big clean-up began
under the auspices of the Thames Water Authority, more than
half a billion dollars have been spent on modernizing sewage
treatment plants, building reservoirs and installing computers to
monitor water quality.

An international commission for the protection of the
Rhine against pollution had been set up. It included France,
West Germany, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, and Switzerland
and each one of them gave money for the project.

YAMUNA, MOST POLLUTED

The Yamuna river rises in the Himalayas, near Jamnotri. It
flows in a southerly direction through the Himalayan foothills
along the UP-Haryana border. The Eastern and Western Yamuna
canals are fed from the river at that point. The Yamuna passes
through Delhi where it feeds the Agra Canal. Near Mathura, it
turns south eastward and passes through Agra, Firozabad, and
Etawah. Below Etawah, it receives a number of southern
tributaries, the largest of which are the Chambal, the Betwa,
and the Ken.

The Yamuna flows parallel to the Ganga till the two rivers
meet in Allahabad. But the saga of this river remains murky.
Lifeline to millions of people, a mere two per cent of its length
accounts for the bulk of its pollution. And this contribution is
mostly from Delhi which discharges 70 per cent of its untreated
sewage and 30 per cent of its industrial waste into the river. The
Yamuna meets 60 per cent of Delhi's water needs.

Crossing the Tajewala barrage in Haryana, the Yamuna is
deprived of most of its water which flows into two irrigation canals






