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place from the open end at the bottom and a little from the porous
sides of the matka. The gases produced in the pit are absorbed by
the soil. When the matka gets filled up, it is kept closed for about
two years and the digested material can be used as fertilizer.
During this period, another matka has to be provided. Although
the matka privy has been tried in rural areas of Kheda, Gujarat,
it has not gained popular acceptance on account of its very
temporary nature.

GOPURI SYSTEM

Gopuri is a form of compost latrine provided with two tanks which
are constructed over the ground level. Instead of being dug in the
ground, a movable seat with pan is fixed on the tank in use. The
filled-up tank is covered with dry earth, ashes, leaves and domestic
waste materials. Gopuri latrine has a permeable bottom and like
other compost latrines, the night- soil is transformed into compost
after a period of time. It has a vent-pipe which keeps it reasonably
odourless. In this system, fly-breeding can be a problem. The
main disadvantage, however, is the location of its receptacles
above the ground level which makes it unsuitable for most
households in this country.

SOPA SANDAS LATRINE

It is a type of compost latrine which was first introduced in
Maharashtra. It consists of (1) RCC or stone slab with cement or
mosaic WC pan; (2) steep sloping pipe with a tin flap at the upper
end; (3) rectangular pit of 4' x 3' x 3' divided into two parts with
partial honey-comb brick lining; (4) Y-pipe to connect both pits
and (5) a vent pipe to carry away bad odour from the pit. It has
been found that the tin flap prevents bad odour from entering the
toilet and also prevents the flies, etc. The flap, however, wears
out during use and has to be replaced from time to time. The pit
is covered with a sheet of tin when full and eventually the human
excreta is transformed into compost. It is shovelled out from the
pit after a time and spread out in the field to augment the fertility
of the soil.

HAGEBU LATRINE

This is also a modified form of pit latrine which is dug up to 3 feet






